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of Congress and 80% of the staffers had mili-
tary experience. Now less than 1⁄3 of Congress
and 5% of their staff have had any military
experience. And on the civilian side, only 6%
today of Americans younger than 65 have
ever served in uniform.

Those numbers by themselves are not
alarming because it’s recognized that we are
not at war and we have at present an all-vol-

unteer military. We just need to be sure that
we elect public officials who have a greater
understanding and a strong commitment to
support our national security and defense by
deeds, not mere words. We need their solid
support, as well as from local school board
officials, for military recruiters who were de-
nied access to high school campuses 19,228
times in 1999.

Thank you for inviting me to participate
in your Flag Day celebration today. As mem-
bers of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, you have long set an example the
rest of us must try to follow if we are going
to preserve for our future generations the
same priceless treasures of liberty and free-
dom which our forebears passed on to us.
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